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Wellcome is changing
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Our philosophy

Good health makes life better. We want to improve 

health for everyone by helping great ideas to thrive.

Science and research expand knowledge by testing 

and investigating ideas. This new understanding can 

be applied to health, and change medicine, behaviour 

and society.
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How we work

Advancing ideas

We support great ideas and inspired thinking.1
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Seizing opportunities

We bring ideas together to make a big difference.

Driving reform

We change ways of working so more ideas 

can flourish.



Three mechanisms

By delivering activities ourselves1
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By supporting others through funding

By working in partnership to influence change



so what 

about 

wellbeing?



Beyond science

Cultural and social 

contexts of health

Understanding perceptions 

and practices of science, 

health and wellbeing, 

including ethics 

and personal experiences 

of health.

Public engagement

Inspiring people to explore 

science, health and the 

human condition



Three mechanisms

By supporting others through funding

- Engaging science grants 

- Humanities & Social science research grants

- Education and learning funding
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By delivering activities ourselves
- Wellcome Collection and Wellcome Library

- Major engagement projects - In The Zone, The Crunch

By working in partnership to influence change
- National and global health policy

- Open access

- Broadcast, Film and Games











“Hubbub investigates the busyness of modern life. Bringing together a rich 

network of scientists, artists, humanists, clinicians, public health experts, 

broadcasters and public engagement professionals, the group will explore 

states of rest and noise, tumult and stillness, and the health implications for 

lives increasingly lived in a hubbub of activity.”





Mary Rose Trust, Portsmouth

Museum of English Rural Life, Reading
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Using the theme ‘food and drink’, to engage people in the UK with 

research on the connections between environment, nutrition and 

health and their implications, to improve understanding of the 

need for change within local and global food systems







Humanities and Social Sciences

anthropology classics creative arts history medicine

philosophy psychology sociology war studies literature ethics

cultural studies health geography visual arts film

health policy medical history

…and many more

http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Medical-humanities/Funded-projects/WTDV030248.htm
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/Medical-humanities/Funded-projects/WTDV030248.htm
http://www.reproduction.group.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.reproduction.group.cam.ac.uk/










Three mechanisms

By supporting others through funding1

2

3

By delivering activities ourselves

By working in partnership to influence change







Health = “a complete 

state of physical, 

mental and social 

well-being, and not 

merely the absence of 

disease or infirmity”



Health 2020 targets



The 2012 European health report 

identified challenges in measuring

and reporting on progress towards 

Health 2020, particularly in relation 

to measuring well-being. 

The report presents… proposals

for new sources of qualitative 

evidence to describe and monitor 

wellbeing…

Facts and figures are not enough

to report meaningfully on what it 

means to be healthy and well… new 

forms of evidence are necessary to 

capture fully the experiences of 

health and well-being.



So how can WHO monitor well-being?

• Wellbeing both objective and subjective

• Is subjective well-being a robust construct?

• Problem of cross-cultural comparison

• Need to avoid reductionism (‘the secret to happiness’)

• Multidisciplinary approach – arts, humanities, 

social science, science

• Develop narrative on cultural contexts of health

• Research into cross-cultural comparisons

• Greater use of qualitatve and narrative evidence

• Explore culture-centred, participatory approaches 

to health and well-being



Emma Brown Owl, Old Trafford  Wellbeing Centre


